
Micah 
For the most part, while the Minor Prophets faithfully proclaimed God's message, they saw little 
by way of results. They faithfully declared God's truth and pointed to what seemed logical to 
them. They declared who God was, His covenant love for them and what God would do if the 
people did not repent and return to God. What they got for their faithfulness was rejection and 
even persecution. The prophets, however, knew that their success or lay not in the response but 
in faithfulness to their responsibility to God.  

Micah is an exception. The people responded to his call and the judgment that was coming was 
postponed a full hundred years. Read Jeremiah 26 on the ongoing impact of Micah 100 years 
later. 

Micah’s initial message was in the Northern Kingdom where he declared that God's patience had 
run out and they would go into captivity. Indeed just as he predicted Samaria and the Northern 
Kingdom fell in722 to the Assyrian armies. With the fall of Samaria, Micah turned his attention 
to the south and Judah.  

Most Christians are familiar with 2 verses in Micah, although we may not be aware of their 
origin. Almost every Christian knows that when the wise men visited King Herod at the birth of 
Jesus, Herod inquired of the religious leaders as to where the Messiah would be born. They told 
him, "Bethlehem of Judea” was where the prophets said He would come from. That prophet was 
Micah and that prophecy is found in Micah 5:2. The other verse that we all know is found in 
Micah 6:8.  

Micah's overall message to Judah is in many ways summed up in Micah 2:1-3. Read those 
verses. Micah detailed the way in which the rich sought to swindle the land of the poor so they 
could become richer and richer. He said all this was done with the cooperation of false prophets, 
sinful priests and corrupt leadership.  

To understand a lot of the Old Testament you have to know the approach the Israelites were 
supposed to take to the land they lived in. Unlike people of other nations who bought and sold 
land and accumulated it as a sign of wealth and power, the Israelites were told up front that all of 
the land belonged to God. It was His Land on loan to His people. They were allotted portions of 
that land by tribe and then portions of the tribal lands by families but the land was always God's. 
You could acquire the land of another via purchase or even seizure for debts but every 50th year, 
that is every Year of Jubilee, all of the land was to revert to the original family. It was not their 
land to buy and sell because it was God's land. When the rich schemed to swindle the poor of 
their land they were seeking to swindle God's land from those He had given it to. 

In a way that concept does not apply to us. We are free to purchase and sell land but in another 
way it presents us with an important principle of ownership and control. If we believe that all we 
are and everything we have has come from God then we must logically truly believe that it all 
belongs to Him and we are simply stewards of it even as the Israelites were stewards of their 
land. That means we have an awesome responsibility to wisely use what we have been given 
instead of hoarding it and taking pride in it. Read Matthew 25:14-30.  The only one condemned 



was the one who hid his talent so as not to lose it and gained nothing for his master. We are 
God’s stewards, not owners, of all He has given us. 

Micah 6 draws together a lot of what Micah had to say to Judah and what God would want to say 
to us. In Micah 6 the prophet presented a court scene, one filled with legal language of the day. 
The Judge was God Himself and He called the nation of Israel as the defendant to give an 
account of its sins. God called on the mountains to be the jury. In biblical times the hills or 
mountains were considered legitimate witnesses to such because they had been around since the 
beginning of time. They were witnesses, from God's perspective, to all He had said and done for 
Israel. 

In verse 2 God declared He had a case against Israel, His people. Then in His opening statement 
God raised the issue of why they had chosen to sin, as they had. Read what God asked in verse 3. 
If you read between the lines it appears that they were accusing God of being responsible for 
their actions. That is not uncommon. Today we accuse God of being responsible for our sin 
because “that's the way He made me.” If I am wired differently then God did it and He allows me 
to live it out. 

Interestingly no specific charges were brought at that time, but God had already accused them of 
a variety of serious sins, the most significant being corruption aimed at the poor and 
disenfranchised.  

Before they could answer God reminded them, in verses 4 and 5, of all He had done for them, 
including redemption from slavery in Egypt, the giving of guidance to live by through Moses and 
establishing a worship system through Aaron. God went on to note that when their enemies 
wanted to curse them, as in the case of Balak who hired Balaam to do that, He prevented them 
from doing so. God had always been with them and cared for them. Their response was to reject 
His love and disobey His commandments. 

Whenever God accuses an individual or nation of sin there is no defense. We justify our actions 
to ourselves and those around us but when we stand before God we have no excuse or 
justification. In His holy presence we are aware of how far short we have fallen and why we so 
desperately need mercy and forgiveness. 

Their response in verses 6 and 7 presents what they thought was the answer. All they needed to 
do was make an adequate sacrifice and all would be fine once more. Read verse 6. Then, 
seeming to understand that what they offered was too little they upped the ante. Verse 7 asked, 
"Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousand rivers of olive oil?" and if 
that was not enough they up the ante even more and ask, "Shall I offer my firstborn for my 
transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?" They were literally willing to give 
any kind of religious thing to cover their sins. 



God’s answer was, "No! That is not what is required." Read God’s answer in verse 8. While this 
is one of the more familiar verses in the Bible there is actually nothing new here that had not 
already been spelled out earlier in numerous places. These are behaviors expected of all of God’s 
people in all times including today. 

God said “I want you to act justly.” The key word is “act.” It is easy to talk about justice but a 
different thing to consistently act in a just way. Acting justly is ensuring that we always behave 
in a way that is just toward others. (A Bible study of the context of justice we discover it is used 
in connection with the words, “widows,” “fatherless,” “orphans,” “poor,” “strangers,” 
“oppressed.” In other words, the powerless in our society are the responsibility of God’s people.) 
Acting justly is not merely feeding the poor, as important as that may be, but working to alleviate 
the conditions that lead to poverty. It means we not only talk about racial equality but we push 
for legislation that will provide it. Issues of equality for women in the market place and 
immigration should be high on the prayer and work list of believers.  

Secondly, we are to love kindness. Again the emphasis is on loving it. The word used is the 
Hebrew word for the loving covenant God made with Israel. It denoted a steadfast love, an 
unconditional love. Loving kindness does not mean we occasionally or grudgingly help others 
but we do it regularly and in a loving way because we love being God’s servants to meet the 
needs of people He love. 

Finally we are to walk humbly with God. To walk in a biblical sense is to live humbly before 
God. This is the overarching aspect of the three because if we are not seeking to walk with God 
we will have no desire to reflect His just, caring nature.  

Micah's message for his day was about God's concern for they lived each day. That is still God's 
concern today. 


