
Habakkuk 
Habakkuk lived at a time when spiritual life in Israel was at a low point. He had prayed and 
prayed for revival but nothing seemed to be happening. So in Habakkuk 1:2 we read his plea to 
God. Read Habakkuk 1:2.  Habakkuk went on in his questions to God by noting in verse 3 that 
there is injustice all around yet God seems to be tolerating it. Read verse 4. Sounds like America! 

The lack of spiritual commitment in Israel was upsetting to Habakkuk who spent many hours in 
prayer asking God to bring revival again to Israel. No answer came so he asked God how long he 
had to wait for Him to answer. Read Psalm 73 to see a similar concern on the part of the Psalmist 
who thought sinners were getting away with their sin. When Habakkuk noted he had called out 
often to God for help he used the word that actually means to “screamed” to God. I suspect 
Habakkuk was more concerned for the glory of God than simply the actions of the Israelites.   

Habakkuk described the sins of the people. The Law was ignored, unrighteous judges perverted 
justice and the unrighteous grew bolder. Because God did not immediately judge, the people 
thought they could get away with sin. Read Ecclesiastes 8:11.   

God’s answer comes in verses 5-11 but the key part is verses 5-6. Read those verses. God went 
on to describe how the Babylonians treat the nations they attack. God knew how sinful they 
were. 

Habakkuk was as taken back by this. In verse 12 Habakkuk declares his faith in God as the Holy 
One and his confidence that His people will not die but he said, “Wait a minute.” Habakkuk had 
confidence in the covenant making God and was certain that in the end He would keep His 
promises to Israel and the people would not die. That was not the issue. The issue was the 
impending judgment that was probably deserved but not, in Habakkuk’s eyes, the way it was 
going to happen. Habakkuk wanted to know how a Holy God could ever use the Babylonians to 
execute His justice. Read verse 13. After telling God how evil the Babylonians were, as if God 
didn’t know, he said, according to the beginning of chapter 2, that he was waiting to see how 
God would answer.  

Note that God answered Habakkuk’s complaint. We too often live with the misunderstanding that 
it is not our place to question God. The reality of it is that we often do have questions. We ask 
why bad things happen to good people, especially if those good people are our relatives. We ask 
why God has not judged ISIS and other groups like Boko Haram who have obviously sinned 
grievously. God really does not have a problem with our questions. Jesus asked God on the 
Cross, “Why have you forsaken me?” Jesus had no problem with the doubts of Thomas 
following the resurrection of Jesus. God has given us His Holy Spirit and His Word to answer 
our questions but there are times when that seems insufficient. At times like that God has no 
problem with our crying out to Him with our questions and doubts. Often He gives us an answer 
from His Word but sometimes He says just what we do as humans, “Because I’m the Father, end 
of discussion.” He is more than willing to have us ask questions and share our hearts with Him. 



God’s answer to this question by Habakkuk is found in chapter 2 beginning with verse 2. God 
began by telling Habakkuk to write down what he was about to hear, undoubtedly because God 
knew that many others throughout the generations ahead would have the same question and need 
the same answer. God said in the verses that follow that He was completely aware of the sins of 
the Babylonians but He was still going to use them. Habakkuk was told he could count on that. 
Read Habakkuk 2:2-3.   

In verse 4 God described the attitude of the Babylonians. God said they were puffed up and they 
did not desire what was upright. Then God told His people that because He had justified them 
they were to live by faith. The situation was clear. Things were going to happen that Habakkuk 
did not want and would not understand. In a sense God said to him, “So what if you don’t like it 
or don’t understand it, your job is not to evaluate Me but to simply live by faith in Me. You may 
not understand Me, but you can trust Me. You are not supposed to live like the Babylonians. 
Because you belong to Me you are to live differently, you are to live by faith.  

The concept of “living by faith” is so important that it is quoted 3 times in the New Testament, in 
Romans 1:17, Galatians 3:11 and Hebrews 10:38. Commentators note that Romans details what 
it means to be justified by faith, Hebrews details how God defines faith, and Galatians details 
how one is to live daily by faith. 

Paul makes it clear in Romans that justification comes via faith. Romans 3 clearly presents the 
truth that one is justified by faith and faith alone. Read Romans 3:20-24. One can never earn 
salvation so the key is to accept it by faith in what Jesus did for us on the Cross. It is His gift that 
must be received. 

Hebrews defines faith. Read Hebrews 11:1 Faith is believing God. What is too often missed in 
that definition is the way it is illustrated in the examples that follow. Real faith always results in 
action. Able offered, Noah built, Abraham went. These individuals did these things because they 
were seeking to live by the faith they had in God. Today we have too often reduced faith to an 
intellectual ascent rather than a commitment that leads to life actions. Real faith is much more 
saying “I believe in a God” or even “I believe in Jesus.” Real faith lives what is believed. 

Galatians describes how faith should impact our daily living that begins with believing faith. 
Habakkuk said that faith is not only the foundation for life but the pattern for each and every day.  

God then told Habakkuk that Babylon will be judged for its sins. The fact that He was using 
them did not mean He approved of their behavior or would ignore their sins. The rest of chapter 
2 is a 5 stanza hymn. Verse 6 tells us this was a hymn sung to taunt the Babylonians who thought 
they were getting away with sin and were invincible. Each stanza begins with “Woe to him” (vs 
6, 9, 12, 15, 19) and in each case God begins by describing the sinful behavior of the 
Babylonians and then notes that they will be punished in a comparable way. See verse 8 as an 
example.  



Then the 3rd chapter of Habakkuk presents his prayer, a prayer born out of realizing that God is 
on the throne and that what He asks of us is a faith that trusts Him to always do what is right. It is 
a prayer that expresses Habakkuk’s belief that God will keep every promise He has made. One 
interesting thing to note is the difference between his prayer in chapter 1 and this prayer at the 
end of his book. Having had the courage to ask God honest questions he got honest answers. 
With a new understanding of the importance of trusting God, even when it did not seem to make 
sense, he closed with a beautiful prayer that expressed his humility as well as his faith. This was 
not only his personal prayer, it was written down so it could be sung by others. You will notice 
that 3 times the Bible has the inscription “Selah.” That was a musical note to accompany hymns 
used in worship. 

That prayer/hymn focuses on the marvelous things God had done for Israel in the past and His 
ability to do them again for His people. God was addressed as the majestic one or as verse 3 says 
as the “Holy One” whose glory covers the heavens and whose praise fills the earth. His deeds, 
especially in rescuing His people from slavery, were highlighted. Our prayers should focus on 
the glory of God, and should remember that He saved us from the slavery to sin. Habakkuk noted 
that in His time God would judge sin. We too know that will happen when Jesus comes again. 

Was everything well with Habakkuk as he ended his book? Yes and no! Read verse 16 that 
speaks of the fear he had as he thought about the future. The other side of Habakkuk’s faith is 
seen in verses 17 and 18.   

May that be our reality also as we look ahead to what is at best an uncertain future and perhaps 
worse. Our God is in control and we will win. He is our Sovereign Lord!  


