
Obadiah 
Obadiah is the shortest “Minor Prophet” with just 21 verses and the shortest book in the Old 
Testament. To understand Obadiah’s message we need to know a little about the Edomites. The 
Edomites were descendants of Esau. Jacob and Esau were twins. Esau sold his birthright to Jacob 
for a bowl of porridge. (Genesis 27) The early history between Esau’s family and Jacob’s was 
always shaky. Over the years it grew more adversarial. When God led Israel out of Egypt and 
they wanted to pass through Edom on their way to the Land of Promise, the Edomites refused to 
permit it even though Moses promised to not only not harm anything but to pay for the water etc. 
they used (Numbers 20:14-21). Judges 11 says the Moabites tried to persuade Balaam to curse 
the Israelites. God told him no. That was  when Balaam's donkey spoke. During the reigns of 
David and Solomon the Edomites were brought under the control of Israel but that did not last 
long. 

Read Obadiah 1:9 that gives the first reason God was going to judge them. Pride is simply 
thinking more highly of oneself than one should. The Edomites believed they were self sufficient 
and needed no one, not even God. They believed no one could bring them down. The Edomites 
lived in the mountain wilderness southeast of the Dead Sea. They were a very small nation but it 
was land that afforded them a measure of security. 

The first thing the Edomites took pride in and trusted in, instead of God, was their location. The 
cities of Edom were cut into the wilderness mountains in places that were all but impregnable to 
their enemies. The most famous of those cities was Petra. To get to Petra you had to pass through 
a narrow gorge or canyon that was close to a mile long and about 15 feet wide. At no point was it 
wide enough for forces to protect themselves against the Edomites who could wait on the walls 
of that canyon and drive any enemy away. And there were still other mountain passes that an 
enemy had to go through. Their cities were located nearly 4000 feet above sea level so they 
could look down on the surrounding countryside as if they were an eagle flying above it all. They 
thought they were safe. Read Obadiah 1:4. Edom was situated close to major trade routes so they 
could raid the caravans that passed through and retreat to their mountain hideaways that no 
enemy could get into.  

Beginning with verse 5 we are given a picture of how complete God’s victory would be. God 
said that normally if a thief comes he will rob one without taking everything, leaving some 
things behind. God declared that when He judges there will be nothing left.. Everything will be 
gone. Try to find Edom on a map today. It is gone just as God said it would be. 



Secondly, the Edomites took pride in and trusted the alliances they had made. Read Obadiah 1:7. 
Having allies or friends is good. Trusting in them instead of in God is not good. 

Thirdly the Edomites trusted in their wisdom. Read verse 8. What the Edomites were saying was 
that they were smart enough to handle any problem that came their way. They were fine on their 
own and did not need God's presence or help. God is wiser than the wisest and it is His wisdom 
we should follow. 

Edom's first sin was pride. The antidote for pride is always praise. When we begin to think more 
highly of ourselves than we ought we need to stop and praise God from whom every gift comes.  

Edom's second sin was what particularly upset God. In verse 10 God tells them what He was 
really going to punish them for. God said, " Because of the violence against your brother Jacob, 
you will be covered with shame; you will be destroyed forever." 

In the verses that follow God detailed some of the things that the Edomites did to Israel. Read 
about the first issue in verse 11. When Israel was under attack instead of going to their help 
Edom stood by watching and doing nothing. In fact verses 12-13 say they gloated over Judah's 
troubles. The last part of that verse 12 says they "rejoiced over the people of Judah." Judah was 
family to Edom but when the chips were down Edom celebrated the suffering of Judah. The age 
old question is "Am I my brother's keeper?" and God is saying "Yes you are!" 

It got worse. Verse 14 tells us that they actually assisted those who were taking their brothers 
captive. Read verse 14. The Edomites, instead of helping their brothers and providing shelter and 
protection for them were actually grabbing them as they tried to flee from Jerusalem and handing 
them over to their enemies. 

God said in verses 15 and 16 Edom would be judged for their sins against their brothers in Israel. 
Obadiah called God's judgment the "day of the Lord." That phrase had dual meaning. It referred 
to an impending judgment, which is specifically what God was saying here He would do. That 
phrase also reminds us of the coming "Day of the Lord" when Jesus returns and judges Satan and 
all sin.  

In verse 17 God promises Israel deliverance. The way it is described is important. It reads, " But 
on Mount Zion will be deliverance; it will be holy." This verse speaks of the promised return of 
Judah from captivity. God made promises to Israel and He will keep those promises. Israel may 
sin and may be punished but ultimately they will return to their land and God will rule over 



them. Those promises will be finally and completely fulfilled in the Millennial Kingdom that 
Jesus will set up when He returns. 

But I doubt on this side of the Cross we can read that promise of deliverance from Mount Zion 
that the deliverance will be holy, and not remember the deliverance provided on that mount when 
Jesus, the truly holy Son of God, offered Himself as a perfect sacrifice to deliver us from the 
penalty of sin and the enslavement to Satan. The deliverance provided by Jesus is available to 
anyone who wants it simply by asking Jesus to be one's Savior.  

Obadiah spoke a message of judgment to Edom. The whole Bible focuses on God's judgment on 
sin but that is only one side of the coin. The other side, and the more important side, is that while 
God will bring deserved judgment on sin He also provides deliverance. One message without the 
other is meaningless. 

Lesson from Obadiah. It stands as a reminder to apply God's deliverance through Jesus in our 
own lives and to share the great message of that deliverance to those we work with and live 
around. 

Obadiah reminds us of the folly of pride and the sin of failing to give God glory for his love, 
protection, care and provision. Since every gift has come from above we must turn pride into 
praise.  

Obadiah reminds us of the importance of family, both our biological family and our Christian 
family. When we see a family member in danger we are to protect him. When we see one in need 
we are to provide for him. When one is hurting we are to care for him. Family is God's picture of 
how He relates to us. As such we are to love them as He loved the church and care for them as 
He cares for us. God is not pleased if we do not do this. 


