
Isaiah 40:1-31 
Isaiah 40 is one of the great chapters in that Old Testament book. Inspiration for this study came 
from a book entitled Majesty of God in the Old Testament by Walter Kaiser Jr.  

Isaiah lived approximately 750 years before Jesus. His ministry spanned close to 60 years and 
the reign of several kings of Israel. Some of those kings were good and several far from that. His 
book consists of a series of messages delivered at various times and they reflect the political/
religious conditions of the time. 

The book of Isaiah can almost be divided into 2 parts. The first 39 chapters are oracles to the 
kings and the challenges the nation was facing during Isaiah's time. Beginning in chapter 40 the 
emphasis shifts from the current conditions and challenges in Israel to the future, some 100 years 
later, when God would deliver His people from a Babylonian captivity that was yet to take place. 
Isaiah was commissioned by God to assure His people that while they would go into captivity as 
punishment for their sins, He would not forget them and would bring them back.  

Isaiah 40 focuses on God. Incredible things are ahead for Israel and unless they see God for who 
He is they will have no hope for the future. No people in ancient times ever returned from a 
captivity. Isaiah knew that when the Babylonians would destroy Jerusalem, burn the temple and 
carry the people into captivity they would feel it was the end. It was going to be hard for them to 
believe that a God who could not or would not protect His people and His temple in His land 
could help them in a foreign land. Isaiah wanted to assure them that God could and would stand 
by His people and they would return even if history to that point made that seem impossible. To 
believe God could and would help them they needed to see God as He is, as the all powerful yet 
all caring God.  

Isaiah 40 began with tender words from God. Until that point in his ministry he had focused 
primarily on harsh words of condemnation and impending judgment. The people had wandered 
far from God and God had spoken through Isaiah strong words of judgment. Now God was 
telling Isaiah to speak tenderly to them. Isaiah was to speak of God's continued love of them as 
His people and assure them that because of that love He would never abandon them. The God 
who speaks harshly about our sins also speaks tenderly to us.  

The first 9 verses serve as an introduction to what follows. Those verses, quoted in the New 
Testament in relationship to the ministry of John the Baptist, talk of what God will ultimately do 
for Israel through the Messiah. To emphasize the reliability of the message God told Isaiah to 
remind the people that unlike them, who are like the grass of the fields, dried up ready to be 
blown away, He and His words are secure and can always be counted on. Nothing can cause 
God's words to dry up and be blown away.   

In verse 9 God's message really begins as Isaiah announces "Here is your God." Kaiser 
introduces that declaration this way, "Few things stir one's attention and pique one's interest as do 
the words 'Ladies and Gentlemen: The president of the United States' followed by the Marine 



Band playing 'Hail to the Chief.' But that is exactly how our passage begins its introduction in 
verse 9: 'Behold you God.'" Isaiah is asking us to take a long hard look at our God and see again 
His splendor and majesty and know that because of who He is He can be counted on all the time. 

Kaiser suggests the focal point of this chapter is verse 18 and is repeated in verse 25. Dr. Kaiser 
asks. "What are the areas that show the magnificence of our incomparable God?"  

Kaiser's first comparison is in verses 12-17 and he notes that our God is incomparable in His 
power. In verse 12 Isaiah compares God to nature. Read the 5 questions Isaiah asked in that 
verse. If we look at the universe or the waters of our earth we see God is in control of it all, and 
we would begin to see something of God awesomeness.  

Verses 13 and 14 compare the knowledge of God to that of man. Again Isaiah asked 5 questions. 
We live in a day of overwhelming information. What is available to us via the internet is 
staggering. We are prone to wonder if there is anything we cannot know or learn if given time. 
Isaiah assures us that our God is already all knowing, He possesses all knowledge. God does not 
need our super computers or our wise counsel. If God possesses all knowledge including the 
knowledge of how creation works and what our proper actions should be then we must listen and 
obey Him. 

In verse 15 Isaiah said that God is greater than the nations of the world, and that would include 
current day ISIS. The great power they claim is but fine dust to Him. That, by way of 
implication,  implies that even the smallest breeze can blow them away and that is in comparison 
to God who is our rock and our salvation. In verses 16 and 17 Isaiah compares God to that which 
was considered the standard  of greatness in his day and says those things are less than nothing 
compared to God. Literally what Isaiah was telling us is that nothing of what we consider 
powerful, important, wise etc. can in any way be compared to God. He is in every way greater 
than it all. 

Not only is God incomparable in power and wisdom but His very person is incomparable to 
anything we can imagine. God is not an idea or force but a living being and as such He is beyond 
anything we can picture. Verse 18-24 reminds us that God is incomparable to the idols we make 
or the rulers we set up. God is telling us that we can set up our idols such as education or wealth 
or a philosophy but they cannot be compared to God. Isaiah tells us we can set up the most 
stringent standards of excellence, represented in his day but selecting the best wood, and we can 
set the tightest controls to ensure perfection, illustrated by selecting the best craftsmen, but still 
the idols cannot compare to God whether those idols be men we trust in or machinery we are 
certain cannot fail. We can brag about our power and the wisdom of men we look up to and 
depend upon, but compared to God they are nothing. Great men come and go. Powerful 
philosophies come and go. Our God reigns and always will. God has always been and always 
will be the all knowing, all powerful sovereign. 



Then God tells us He is not only incomparable in His power and person but He is incomparable 
in His care for His people as seen in verses 25-31. In verses 25 and 26 God asks us to look at the 
created universe and see how it functions so deliberately. He asks us to think about why there is 
so much accuracy in the way the world around us operates. He specifically notes the orderliness 
of the sun and moon. What makes that so? Not a big bang somewhere in space but the creative 
hand of our God who not only designed and brought into being all that is but the One who still 
controls it today. Were God to withhold His controlling hand for even a moment it would all 
disintegrate in chaos. If God so cares for nature, how much more will He care for those whom 
He has created in His image and adopted as His family. 

Then in verses 27 and 28 God touches on a problem we all have when we forget how 
incomparable God is. Those verses are directed to Jacob and Israel who represent the people of 
God and by extension each of us. Israel was saying to God, as all of us have felt, that somehow 
God was unaware of what they were going through. We often live and worry as if the eternal 
God has stepped off the throne and turned history over to chance or sinful men. That is just not 
so, never has been and never will be. 

Whenever we take our eyes off God or forget who He is and how He loves us we get 
discouraged. Life at the best of times is hard and often it appears that sin and sinners are 
winning. Satan tells us that God is withholding from us what we really want and deserve. God 
tells us through Isaiah that we should not lose hope or confidence because those who trust in God 
will find renewed strength. God does not say we will be exempt from difficulties and trials or 
that we will always understand but we will be given the strength to carry on. Read Isaiah 10:31 
and Romans 8:38, 39. That is an incredible promise. It reminds us that no situation we will ever 
find ourselves in, no threat that will ever come our way, no decision we will ever have to make is 
outside the ability of our incomparable God to empower us to deal with it. That is the kind of 
God we have.   

Israel was facing an uncertain future even as we know we are today. God told them that He not 
only loves and cares for those who belong to Him but He has the power and authority and the 
will to meet their needs. God has not changed. He can and will do the same for us. 


