
Hosea 

Hosea is the first of the "Minor" prophets. He was God's prophet to the Northern Kingdom. II 
Kings 15 details that period of history. Hosea is unique because he not only delivered a message 
from God, his life was part of that message. Read Hosea 1. 

Hosea 1:1 gives the historical setting of the prophecy. Verses 2, 3 introduce the plot of God's 
message. The Lord instructed Hosea to marry Gomer so He could use their relationship as an 
example or illustration of the relationship Israel had with Him. Scholars differ on whether she 
was already promiscuous or went in that direction after they were married. It matters little to the 
illustration.  

The rest of chapter 1 details in summary form their first 10 years of marriage. During that time 
Gomer bore three children and with each one God told Hosea what to name that child. Each 
name was part of the message God wanted communicated to Israel. The first child was named 
Jezreel (v.4).  Jezreel was a portion of Israel that represented the sinfulness of King Ahab and his 
evil wife Jezebel who stole a piece of land from a famer there simply because they wanted it. The 
very presence of this child was a reminder of the sins of Israel.   

A little later Gomer gave birth to a daughter and God instructed Hosea to name her "Lo-
Ruhamah" which literally translated is "not loved" or "not pitied" (v.6). God told Hosea to give 
her that name because He wanted Israel, the Northern Kingdom, to know that His patience had 
run out and He would no longer show them His love and mercy. They had broken their covenant 
relationship too many times. God added that although Judah, the Southern Kingdom, was also 
guilty of sin He would continue to display His love for them. 

Gomer had another son whom God instructed Hosea to name "Lo Ammi"  which literally means 
"not mine" (v.8). This was not his son. Gomer had been sleeping with who knows how many 
different men and became pregnant by one of them. God said this son represented the fact that 
Israel was no longer His family, His son. I cannot think of anything more discouraging than 
hearing God say to an individual, a nation or a church I will no longer be with you. People reject 
God all the time but we seldom think that there comes a time when God rejects people. Too 
many of God's people live as if they can count on God no matter what. He is loving and merciful 
but there comes a time when He withdraws Himself from our immediate presence because He 
has been rejected too often. He is never more than an honest confession away but He has left our 
presence.  

Verses 10 and 11 give one of the few good promises to Israel in this book. While God will 
disown them for a time, ultimately He will bring them back, not because they deserve it but 
because He has promised it. While Israel was unfaithful to the commitments made, God is not. 

Chapter 2 tells us that Gomer finally left her husband and lived the life of a prostitute. She 
sought to provide for herself and find happiness in that lifestyle, all to no avail. If you want a 



commentary on that chapter remember the story of the Prodigal Son. (Luke 15:11-24). Gomer's 
life apart from her husband simply went from bad to worse. In time she realized how hopeless 
she was. Read  Hosea 2:7.  The Prodigal Son reached that point where he said "I will return to 
my father's house." 

But Gomer had no way to simply return to Hosea. She had left him after terrible sins against him. 
She had broken her marriage commitments and his heart. Hosea had been forgiving and patient 
and she evidently interpreted that as acceptance of her lifestyle. Finally she bolted and left him 
with three kids to care for and the shame of a broken marriage.  

That was not the end of the story. Read Hosea chapter 3. Lord directed Hosea to go and show his 
love once again to her. By now she was useless to anyone and was literally being sold as a slave. 
Hosea, who legitimately owned her by virtue of marriage, paid to buy her back. The price he 
paid for her, according to archaeologists, was 1/2 the price a normal slave went for. She was so 
worthless no one, not even sinful men, wanted her any more. The beauty she once used to attract 
men was gone. Her condition pictures vividly the end result of sin. Sin always pictures itself as 
being so glamorous and exciting but in the end it is ugly slavery that leads to death. Gomer never 
thought when she left Hosea that her life would go that way.  

There are a variety of applications of this living lesson. 
1. There is an application to Israel as seen in Hosea 3:4-5. God said Israel would live separated 
from Him for a time but He would one day reunite them. God is finished with Israel. Pray for 
Israel and watch Israel because it is part of God's plan for the ages. 

2. There is also an application to marriage. The example of Hosea should be the testimony of 
every Christian in a marriage commitment. The commitments made in marriage should be kept.    

3A. Hosea's life illustration depicts two things for us. It depicts the provision God has made for 
our salvation from the slavery of sin. We belonged to God via creation and should have remained 
faithful to Him but we choose to reject Him and go our own way. We worshipped false god’s and 
bowed before idols we made ourselves. The love that belonged to Him was given to the things of 
this world. If He had been less than the loving God that He is He would have left us out there as 
we destroyed His creation and our lives. But His love would not allow Him to do that so He 
literally bought us back. Read  I Peter 1:18, 19.  

Hosea should remind us of what worth we have without a relationship with God and of His love 
for us. It should remind us of the love God has for us and the price He was willing to pay to 
purchase us back from the slavery to sin.  

3B. Hosea is a picture God painted for us of His relationship with Israel and by extension to all 
of us who belong to Him in terms of the marriage ceremony. No imagery more vividly pictures 
the implications of belonging to God than that of marriage. In the vow we promise the one we 



are marrying to “ love, honor, cherish him in sickness and health, in prosperity and in adversity, 
and forsaking all others, cleave only unto him, so long as you both shall live." 

Those words are the essence of what it means to make a commitment to Jesus. When you asked 
Jesus to be your Savior you were asking Him to be your husband. We are His bride. When you 
said “yes” to Jesus you said “yes” to the marriage vows. To turn from one’s love for Him to a 
love the things of this world is to commit adultery on Him. To desire the pleasures of this world 
instead of the joys of being with Him is to commit adultery with Him. To follow Him as long as 
all is going your way and then turn away when adversity comes is to commit adultery with Him. 

We can all imagine  how devastating it is to discover that the one you are married to is having an 
affair with another. And that affair doesn't necessarily have to be physical. An emotional 
attachment to another can hurt as much as a physical attachment. An attachment to on-line 
pornography can destroy trust and happiness in a marriage. Imagine how Hosea felt. Then 
transfer all of that to how God feels when we, who by faith have married Him, turn our 
affections to others.  

Re-read Hosea as he details the heartache of a marriage that slowly disintegrates into nothing. 
Feel with him what he had to have felt and then consider that when we go somewhere without 
taking God with us, He feels that same hurt. When we are emotionally attached to the security of 
our IRA instead of the promises of God to supply all of our needs, He is betrayed. The message 
is clear. 

Sometimes we try to re-write the terms of our marriage to God and tell Him we are all His on 
Sunday but the rest of the week we are free to drift from one thing to another. Try telling that to 
your spouse. Our marriage relationship with God is 24/7.  Gomer believed  that life outside of 
the commitments she made was better and she lost. If we think any life outside of a daily walk 
with God is better we, too, will lose. Life apart from God really is worthless. 


