
Psalm 96 

The background of this Psalm is found in the I Chronicles 15 where it is recorded that the Ark of 
the Covenant was returned to Jerusalem under the direction of King David. It is believed that 
David wrote this Psalm as  a part of that celebration. I Chronicles 16:23-33 are repeated in Psalm 
96.. 

This is an enthronement Psalm that speaks of God reigning and a praise Psalm. The praise 
Psalms follow a similar pattern. They begin with a call to worship or praise God, often in song. 
Then they detail the reasons for that praise, reasons that always center on the character and 
activity of God. They conclude with a renewed call to continue the praise to God. 

This Psalm is a missionary Psalm. It talks of the whole earth responding to God and 
worshipping Him. It is a Messianic Psalm because it deals with the message of salvation that 
Jesus will offer to the whole world. It looks ahead to the millennium when it speaks of a 
government ruled over by God Himself. That will not occur until Jesus returns and establishes 
the 1000 year kingdom spoken of in Revelation 20. This Psalm covers it all. It reminds us of how 
much we have to be thankful for. It instructs us to share that with others. It then tells us we can 
sing a new song of hope as we look forward to the return of the Lord. 

We are told three times in the first 3 verses to Sing to the Lord. The command to sing is followed 
by three additional commands, the commands to praise, to proclaim and to declare.  This Psalm 
has other commands that are important to us. We are commanded in verses 7-9 to ascribe or 
attribute to God glory as well as bring an offering to Him. Verse 9 repeats the challenge to 
worship Him and fear Him in a healthy way. Verse 10 reminds us to declare to the nations that 
He not only reigns but is coming to judge and establish a righteous kingdom.  

We are to sing a new song. The first truly new song was the song the angels sang at the birth of 
Jesus. Following that we read in Revelation 5:9 and repeated in Revelation 14:3 that those about 
the throne of God sing a new song to Him, a song that speaks of the death of Jesus and the new 
life provided for those in “every tribe and language and nation.”  

The idea of a "new song" is interesting for us as Christians. We sing "Tell me the old, old story of 
Jesus and His love." We should never grow weary of hearing the story of God's love and of the 
provision that love made for us on the Cross. That old story is an encouragement and comfort to 
us. There ought to always be a newness about our witness because there should always be a 
newness about our walk with Him. Read Lamentations 3:21, 22. Because His compassion is new 
every day so too should an element of our song of praise be new every day. 

This song is to be sung to all the earth, which declares the universal nature of the salvation 
message. That does not come as any surprise to us since we know that Jesus came for the entire 
world but this was a Jewish Psalm and generally they did not think in terms of the universality of 



God’s love. There are still many unreached groups and many individuals who have never heard 
the gospel. The task of missions is not over. 

It is to be sung in praise to His name, which is the purpose of redemption.  All men will one day 
bow before God in submission and acknowledgment who He is and all He has done. Verse 3 tells 
us to declare His message, glory, works among all peoples.  

The Psalmist says to sing because God has set us free and made us a new creation. He has given 
us joy and happiness. Sing so everyone will hear the message. Sing of the salvation we have in 
Jesus. 

Verse 2 tells us to “proclaim” His salvation from day to day. The word “proclaim” is literally 
"preach" or “herald” and simply implies a sharing of it. What is significant is the call to do this 
literally daily. We should look for the opportunity each day to speak of God's love and provision 
for us. 

Verse 3 tells us we are to talk of His marvelous deeds. That is giving a testimony to God’s love 
and provision. That is telling others what God has done for you. His daily provision for us, His 
peace given in times of need, His quiet voice of encouragement, His display of love for us are all 
marvelous deeds made even more marvelous when we remember that they are not deserved.  

Verses 4-6 tell us why He is worthy of our praise. God is great and worthy of being greatly 
praised first of all because He is above all the other supposed gods who are really only idols. The 
Hebrew word for “idol” literally translates as “a no thing.” Obviously the true God is above any 
no-god. These verses contrast the God of Israel with the heathen gods and idols and say we are 
both able to and compelled to praise God because of His greatness. This sets forth the 
exclusiveness of our faith. If He is the only true God and if splendor and majesty belong to Him 
then He and He alone can save. No heathen god can offer such a redemption.  

Verse 4 is interesting in that it personifies the character of God. It pictures His character or  
splendor, majesty, strength and glory as if they were individuals. Kings had their thrones and 
before them stood various individuals who were responsible to do their bidding.  They stood 
ready to obey any directive and accomplish the will of the king. The Psalm depicts God on His 
throne with His essence or nature ready and able to accomplish His will.  

Verses 7-9 include the trilogy of “ascribe” that parallels the trilogy of “sing” in the first three 
verses. To "ascribe" is literally to "give" to God what, according to verse 8, is the worship He 
deserves. He is worthy of our worship because of who He is and what He has done.  

A part of our worship according to verse 8 is to bring an offering to Him. Read Romans 12:1 on 
what that means today. 



Verse 9 is an important verse on worship. It reminds us that we are to come to God in worship 
truly recognizing who He.is. We come before God in worship not with a scared fear but with a 
sense of awe and reverence. It is always a delicate balance between God being our Father in 
heaven and Him being the eternal, almighty, truly holy one. Recognizing the splendor of His 
holiness is the starting point of approaching Him with a sense of awe. 

Verses 10-13 deal with the worship that belongs to Him because He is coming again to judge sin 
and correct the faults of sin. We are to rejoice over the coming judgment. Normally we do not 
view judgment as something to rejoice over but here we have the return of Jesus and the 
judgment on Satan and sin. Read Romans 8:20-22,  

Read verses 11-13. Try to imagine all of creation resounding with joy at the return of the  Lord to 
reign forever. Try to picture all of the birds of the air singing in unison to God's glory and the 
trees swaying and the wind blowing through them in a melodious way to declare the joy of 
creation at the restoration of what they were created to do. It is beyond our ability to even 
imagine it but we can worship God because we know it will happen as He promised. 

This Psalm presents two major challenges to us. First is the challenge to be more serious and 
deliberate in our worship. We are to be that way because of who God is and what He has done 
for us. We are to worship Him not only for what He did for us on the Cross but for the new 
displays of His love every day. 

The second challenge for us is to be willing to openly share the gospel. We need to stand with the 
Psalmist and declare His gospel everywhere. We should not be hesitant to stand up and "sing" i.e. 
tell others what God has done for  us.  

God is worthy of our praise and therefore worth our proclamation or declaration to all. 


