
Easter 2015 Matthew 28:1-10 

“He is not here, He is risen.” Those words announced the most incredible event in all of history. 
They declared a victory over death that would not only change the course of history but would 
have meaning for all eternity. He who had been declared dead was not only alive but was alive 
forever more. Others such as Lazarus had been revived to life but would again face death. This 
was totally different. Jesus had not been revived to life but was raised from the dead. The grave 
could not hold Him. Satan was defeated. Life everlasting was now possible. What a glorious 
event! 

Try to picture the events of that first Easter morning through the eyes of the women who had 
come to complete the burial process. We can only imagine how they felt as they approached the 
tomb. They had expected so much from Jesus and suddenly all of their hopes came to an end as 
they witnessed Him on a Cross. This one whom they hoped would be their Savior was gone. All 
that remained was to pick up the pieces of broken dreams and move on. It was not only the death 
of a loved one, it was the death of hope. 

In addition to the  heaviness of heart that morning they had other problems. How would they 
ever get into the tomb to complete the burial? The officials had rolled a huge stone in front of the 
tomb to ensure that no one interfered with the body. And they had actually posted a guard for 
fear that His disciples might steal the body, as if that were even a option. What would they do 
when they arrived? Who would roll away the stone for them? But we read that when they got to 
the tomb that which they feared most on the way was not an issue. The stone was already rolled 
back and we read that on that stone sat an angel.  Read Matthew 28:5-7. 

That announcement by the angel was incredible. First it contains calming words. The angel 
said, “Don’t be afraid.” Picture arriving at the tomb expecting to struggle over a stone and 
finding it not only rolled back but and an angel sitting on it. All of us would scared so the angel 
immediately puts their hearts at ease with "Don't be afraid.". 

Having put their hearts at ease on his being there the angel told them that he knew why they had 
come. First there was comfort and then understanding. It should be an encouragement to all of us 
to know that God knows the intents of our hearts.  

Then the announcement, “He is not here. He is risen.” The body had not been moved, Jesus had 
risen from the dead. The body was not somewhere else. He was alive. What a difference that 
would make for all mankind. Jesus had risen to give victory over death. What is man’s greatest 
problem? Man’s greatest problem is what, if anything, lay beyond the grave. Is death the end or 
is there more? The Bible tells us that death is not the end for anyone. We were all created to exist 
forever but that because of sin we would have to exist forever separated from God. The Bible 
calls existing with God as everlasting life and existing without God as everlasting death. If the 
angel had not been able to declare that Jesus had risen then we would have no hope but He is 
alive.   



Read I Corinthians 15:55-57. Death has no victory for the believer because Jesus conquered it 
once and for all. The tomb could not hold Jesus. "He is risen just as He said He would do." 

That victory means many things to us. It means we can now have fellowship with God because 
the sentence of our sin that separated us from God has been paid, paid in full. We no longer need 
to stand before God as sinners under judgment.  By accepting the provision of Jesus on the 
Cross, we can have renewed fellowship with God both now and for all eternity. The sin issue that 
separated us from God was cared for on the Cross.  

Because He lives have fellowship with Jesus. It really is hard to fellowship with a dead person. 
Because Jesus lives we can believe His promise “I will never leave you or forsake you. I am with 
you always.” Fellowship can be a daily reality because He lives. And fellowship will be possible 
for all eternity. Had He not overcome death that fellowship would not be possible. 

His resurrection also means a new kind of life is now possible, a life lived with God’s help. Paul 
wrote in his letter to the Romans that not only was the resurrection a physical fact of history; it 
was a spiritual fact also. It’s beyond our ability to fully understand how it happens but when we 
trust in Jesus as our personal Savior we somehow become personal participants in His 
resurrection. Paul wrote that because of this we have the power, the strength, the ability to 
overcome sin, to live above our circumstances, to be victorious in our Christian living. Paul 
wrote that when a person accepts Jesus as Savior God works in him to give him that same power 
that raised Jesus from the dead and in that resurrection power we can and must live a different 
life.  

A dead God cannot help us with the problems we have today. A dead God cannot help us 
overcome the temptations we face today. A dead God cannot help us break a habit that has held 
us in its grip for perhaps years. But a living Jesus can do all of that for us. His power is available 
to us today. He is not here, He is risen and therefore all of His power is available to us. 

The resurrection means there is an eternal victory for all who know Jesus and have personally 
applied the forgiveness provided for on the Cross. The resurrection was not for time alone but for 
eternity. 

In I Corinthians 15:22 Paul wrote, “In Adam all men die but in Christ shall all be made alive.” 
It’s a passage that sums up the blessing that the resurrection provides for those who know and 
love Jesus. Paul wrote that the death and resurrection of Jesus allows for an everlasting 
relationship, not just one for time. He went on in that chapter to describe the future, resurrected 
and glorified bodies we will all have in Jesus. It’s promised to every believer and guaranteed by 
the resurrection of Jesus.  

The resurrection means we have an incredible message to share with the world. We must 
share that greatest proclamation of all history, “He is not here, He is risen.” In Matthew we read 



that the angel told Mary who in turn told Peter and John who in turn told the rest of the disciples 
who in turn told it everywhere they went throughout the Roman empire. Those people told others 
and it came down to us. If it is to go beyond us we need to share it. The resurrection is a promise 
of a life that has meaning. It is a promise of the victory of God over evil. It is the promise that 
love is triumphant over hatred, life over death, light over darkness. We must share that message 
with a hungry and searching world. Because He is risen we cannot keep silent. We dare not keep 
silent knowing what we now know, knowing He is not here, He is risen.  

Consider everything that is ours because of the Cross and assured by the resurrection. Then 
consider one more exciting truth. It is ours without cost to us. It is ours without price. We cannot 
earn it. We will never deserve it. We cannot buy it. All we can do is accept it. It cost God 
everything but cost us nothing. Jesus said, “For God so loved the world that He gave His Son.” 
That was the cost to God. To us He said, “Whosoever believes in Him might not perish but have 
eternal life.” That is what we get and we get it all by, and only by, believing. God’s Word is clear. 
The provisions of the Cross and the assurances of the resurrection are all available because of the 
grace of God through faith.  

Easter celebrates the greatest event in all of history, the defeat of death and the assurance that 
what Jesus provided for on the Cross can indeed be ours. We can praise Him for the new 
fellowship that is now possible, for the power that is available to all of us enabling us to live 
above the circumstances of life but we must apply it. It starts with trusting Jesus as ones personal 
Savior. A simple prayer asking Jesus to do for you what He has promised to do for all who 
believe is all it takes. He went to the Cross and suffered it all so He could do just that.  If one has 
already made that personal commitment then  may the reminder that “He is alive” challenge us 
to spend more time in fellowship with Him and to apply the power of the resurrection to gain 
victory over sin so we can live for Him the way we should. Let us apply the message of the 
resurrection by committing ourselves again to personally sharing with those we come in contact 
with the reason for the hope that is within us.  


