
Parade Day Mark 11:1-11 
Read Mark 11:1-11. Palm Sunday celebrates the day Jesus entered Jerusalem to the shouts of 
Hosanna, which literally means "Save us" or "Help us." This Sunday can be looked at as either 
Passion Sunday and the day that begins Passion week or as the Parade Sunday when the 
Israelites welcomed Jesus into Jerusalem with a joyous parade. Either way Palm Sunday began 
the week that literally changed the world forever. 

Palm Sunday was not some spontaneous event that just happened to break out but was an event 
that God predicted. The people participated in it because of their belief that the Messiah was 
going to come just before the Passover celebration. At the time of Jesus the Sadducees had a 
tradition that said the Messiah would appear 4 days before the Passover and on that day each 
year they opened the gates to the temple area so if He came that year He could just walk in and 
assume His place as King in the line of David 

The prophet Zechariah, under the inspiration of God prophesied the events of that day over 500 
years before they took place. In 586 BC the Babylonians under King Nebuchadnezzar took the 
Israelites into captivity. As God promised 70 years later many were allowed to return and rebuild 
the temple. At that time the prophets Haggai and Zechariah wrote the books that bear their 
names. After the temple was completed Zechariah spoke of a coming King of peace and wrote 
the words that became part of the celebration on the first day of the week just before the Passover 
and crucifixion of Jesus. Read Zechariah 9:9 -10. 

The stage was set. God predicted it. Thousands of people had flocked to Jerusalem to celebrate 
the Passover and many of them  were expecting the Messiah to begin His ministry. And Jesus, 
who had performed many miracles and taught as no one else had ever taught, was coming to 
Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover that was just 4 days away. This had to be it. 
Mark tells us that as Jesus approached the Mount of Olives He sent two of His disciples ahead to 
fetch a donkey or colt that had never been ridden. Why did He send two? It does not take 2 to 
bring a young colt to Him. Jesus almost always worked with two or more. He sent them out two 
by two to evangelize and two were sent to make ready for the Passover celebration. We take 
pride in individualism so we often miss the principle of ministering together. Everyone should 
have a spiritual partner to grow and serve with.  

Mark's reference to the Mount of Olives may have been a notation to put the whole day into 
perspective but in Revelation we read that when Jesus returns He will touch down on the Mount 
of Olives. Palm Sunday was not the occasion for Him to establish the Kingdom over which He 
will rule but that day is coming and He will begin that rule on the Mount of Olives. 

Why did Jesus specifically ask for a donkey that had never been ridden? There are several 
symbolisms associated with this. I am sure the people saw the donkey as a fulfillment of 
Zechariah 9:10 but there was much more to it. In Genesis God referred to Israel as a tethered or 
tied up donkey that needed to be set free (Genesis 49:10-11). In asking for a tied up donkey to be 



untied and brought to Him He may have been symbolically saying that He was setting all of us 
free from the tethers of sin that bound us.  

The donkey was an important animal in ancient cultures but not the animal of conquerors. When 
a conqueror returned from victory he entered the city on a white horse. There are some historical 
indications that when a king visited a capital that he was simply visiting and not there to conquer 
he arrived on a donkey as a sign of peace. If so that would fit the arrival of Jesus who came on a 
donkey. That was in fulfillment also of Zechariah's prophecy that He would come as a gentle or 
humble king. Note, according to Revelation 19:11-16, when Jesus returns He will be on a white 
horse and will come to judge sin and destroy the rule of Satan. On Palm Sunday He was not 
coming as one to rule Israel but of the One in love would provide redemption for all who will 
believe. 

Expressly asking for a donkey that had never been ridden was an added picture that reminds us 
that God demands the first and the best. This donkey was to be one set apart specifically for Him. 
God demands what is specifically set aside for His use. Too often we want to symbolically give 
God our well used donkey that has little life or service left in it. He deserves the best of our time, 
talent and resources, not the leftovers. 

Think about taking a colt that has never been ridden and just getting on it. There was no need to 
tame it. Jesus, who created all things and has previously shown His power over disease, birth 
defects, the wind and the seas not to mention death now shows that the animal world He created 
was responsible to Him also. Not only was Jesus able to just get on and ride, He could 
comfortably ride it in the midst of the shouting crowd. Someone has suggest that when life tries 
to buck us off we can ride it out if we have Jesus with us. That is a good idea. 

Mark tells us that the disciples found the colt just as Jesus said and they were allowed to bring it 
just as He said. God never asks us to do anything that He has not already gone before to prepare 
the way. God is still sovereign. He allows sin to have its day but even then He tells us that if we 
turn over the by products of sin such as sickness and accidents to Him He will use them to bring 
good to us and glory to Himself. We need to continually say, "Not my will but yours be done." 

Mark goes on to tell us that the people spread their cloaks and palm branches along the way as a 
welcome to Jesus. In the Old Testament we see this activity associated with the welcoming of a 
king (II Kings 9:13). The practice of using them in relationship of a conqueror, which is what 
they hoped Jesus would become, arose during the 400 years between Malachi and Matthew when 
Judas Maccabee gained temporary freedom from the oppressors of his day. Today we would talk 
of rolling out the red carpet.   
Mark added they shouted "Hosanna" which we noted earlier was a cry for Jesus to save them. 
The unfortunate part of that cry is that they wanted the wrong kind of salvation. They wanted 
salvation from Rome as expressed in their cry "Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father 
David.” They wanted a King who would overthrow Rome and re-establish them as a mighty 



nation. That kingdom will come  but not until Jesus returns and establishes His millennial 
kingdom over which He will reign for 1000 years.  

The cry, “Hosanna” “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!" comes directly from 
Psalm 118:25. Psalms 113-118 are called the "Egyptian Hallel" Psalms and were sung as 
pilgrims approached Jerusalem for the celebration of the Passover. As the Israelites were called 
upon to celebrate their salvation from Egypt we too are called upon to celebrate our redemption 
from sin. 

They acknowledged that the Messiah was "Coming in the Name of the Lord" which implied that 
they knew He was coming with God's authority. In the past God anointed prophets and kings. 
They thought God would anoint Jesus as the Messiah. They failed to understand that He did not 
need anointing since He was God Himself. 

Palm Sunday! It was Parade Sunday for many but for Jesus it was Passion Sunday. It was the 
beginning of the week in which He would die a horrible death on a Cross. His parade would 
begin a week later when the stone was rolled away and He came forth to rule over His kingdom 
forever and ever. 

Palm Sunday! The day should remind us of the sovereignty of God. Every detail of the life, death 
and resurrection of Jesus was planned ahead of time and took place exactly as God decreed it.   

Palm Sunday reminds us that Jesus truly is worthy of a parade, not because He does what we 
want Him to do, but because He does that which is best for us. 

He is worthy of our praise because He truly is the only one who can save us! 


