
Isaiah 53:4-6 
Beginning in Isaiah 52:13 and continuing on  into chapter 53 Isaiah painted a vivid picture of 
what took place on the Cross. The chapter was written in the past tense. When Isaiah wrote this 
he was still several hundred years away from its fulfillment but he used the past tense because he 
saw it so plainly that it appeared as if it had already taken place.  In truth when God declares an 
event will take place it will occur. When God makes a promise it is so certain you can live as if it 
has already been fulfilled.  

After an introduction to the overall ministry of this servant, Isaiah moved onto the suffering that 
He would face. Read Isaiah 53:1-3 and note the description of His suffering. In the Hebrew this 
chapter is written in a poetical form with an interesting variation. It has 5 stanzas but each 
standard has one line more than the previous. That is a literary way of showing a progression of 
significance, moving to a fuller and fuller understanding of what was being said. (Verses 4-6 
represent the 3rd standard.) God's message through Isaiah will continue to grow in intensity as it 
goes on, reaching the final climax in the ultimate victory that will belong to the Servant who 
suffered but is now glorified. 

Likewise when Jesus was here He was rejected. He was viewed as having no importance. How 
true that pictured not only the days when Jesus was among us but the all too common attitude 
toward Him throughout history. Isaiah looked at the one whom John later described in the 
introduction to his gospel as the eternal God, the creator and sustainer of all, and Isaiah said He 
was going to dwell among us and would be known as a man of sorrows. He would be more 
acquainted with grief than any of us can imagine. 

It is against that picture of incredible suffering that Isaiah declared in verses 4 and 5 that it would 
all happen because it was our infirmities and our sorrows that He bore. It was our transgressions 
and iniquities that He took to the Cross. The horrors of verses 1-3 cannot be appreciated unless 
we keep in mind that they were born by the sinless One who should never have suffered. He who 
knew no sin became sin for us that He might become the substitute for the punishment that 
should have been ours because of sin. All of the pain, suffering, and sorrows associated with the 
trials and death on that Cross were not for Himself but for us. The wages of sin has always been 
death but instead of subjecting us to that deserved punishment He took it upon Himself. 

As you move on to verse 4 focus on some of the  words stand out. First there is the word 
“surely” which introduces verse 4. In the Hebrew it means “of a certainty” “without any doubt” 
or “absolutely.” Literally Isaiah said. "Let there be no mistake about the purpose of the Cross." It 
was not to set an example or teach a lesson or demonstrate love, all of which the Cross does, but 
the purpose of the Cross was redemption through bearing our deserved suffering. What Jesus 
went through on the Cross had nothing to do with His needs but had everything to do with ours.  

On this side of the Cross with the theology of the New Testament that does not seem to be an 
unusual statement but when Isaiah wrote those words it was really radical. Pain was seen as that 
which was rightly inflicted in a just way upon an individual by God. It was always deserved so 



when someone like Job was afflicted everyone assumed that he had done something to deserve it. 
Verse 4 conveys that idea when it begins with the declaration that we considered Him stricken of 
God. The word “stricken” was often used in Hebrew in association with leprosy. He was viewed 
as if He were afflicted with some disease and if we were to come too close to Him we would 
catch it. That would be disastrous because it would segregate one from the rest of the people and 
the activities of the main stream of society. One wonders if maybe there is not a bit of subtle 
truth here for in fact the Cross will do that not simply because the world perceives us as odd but 
because God sees as a peculiar people separated unto Him. 

The idea was that the Servant deserved it and God rightly was punishing Him. Isaiah, however, 
went on to declare a truly radical idea and he introduced it in verse 5 with the word “but." The 
pain of the Messiah or Suffering Servant was not for Him but for us. 

It was for "our transgression" that He was wounded. Transgression is not the breaking of some 
human law or regulations but the breaking of God’s law. He was pierced and wounded because 
we have broken God’s unchanging law and accordingly stand under His judgment and wrath. 
Our transgressions demand wounding. That wounding, however, did not fall upon us, it fell upon 
Him. We transgressed but He, in order to deliver us from the consequences of that, was wounded 
in our place. Today we hear the phrase "crimes against humanity." While it is true that many sins 
affect humanity in one way or another, the real nature of sin is that it is against God. Sometimes 
people say , "What does it matter, it doesn’t hurt anyone?"  Regardless of how it impacts others, 
the truth is that all sin is a transgression against God’s nature and His law. Therefore it is 
deserving of judgment.. 

One of the words we often use in church is repentance. Repentance is too often seen as simply a 
change of action. In reality it is not just changing how we act, as if we have to clean up our lives 
when we come to God, but a change in the way we see ourselves. Repentance is seeing sin as 
wrong because it is a transgression against God. Repentance is acknowledging that we are what 
God says we are, "sinners." When we admit we are sinner and in need of His forgiveness and ask 
Him to come into our lives and forgive us then He is able to work in us. Then He can bring about 
the changes in us that we could not do ourselves. 

Isaiah tells us that our transgressions not only wounded Him but literally crushed Him, which is 
the meaning of bruising Him. Literally the weight of our sins that He took upon Himself on the 
Cross crushed Him. The two Hebrew words pierced and bruised are powerful words that imply 
significant pain that leads to a violent death. It pictures the cruelty of the death that He 
underwent as an atonement of our sins. Note that Isaiah repeats the word “our” “us” and “we” so 
as to emphasize that it was for us.  

Isaiah went on to tell us that the price of our peace was upon Him. The Cross is all about Jesus 
providing what He would declare, "My peace I leave with you." That is peace with God with 
whom we have been alienated because of our transgressions. He also provided for the peace that 
Paul talks of as passing all understanding. The religions and philosophies of the world says 



"achieve peace" while Jesus simply says "accept my peace for I purchased it on the Cross and 
give it freely to you." 

Who needs this peace? According to verse 6 we all do for verse 6 tells us that we have all sinned. 
We have all gone astray. We have all turned to our own way, which is the opposite of God’s way. 
We have all transgressed against God. The emphasis of verse 6 is on the word “all”, which is 
found in both the beginning and ending of the verse. All means each of us. The Cross was for all. 
Paul wrote in Romans 3:23, “all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.” Praise God 
He took upon Himself the sins of each of us as well as those of the whole world. 

When God created man He gave to man free will, that is the freedom to choose for himself 
whom he would follow. Man chose rather than following after God to go his own way and so he 
became ego or self-centered rather than God centered. From the moment Adam and Eve, as 
representative of all men, made that decision everyone has been born with a sin nature and all of 
us have acted according to that sin nature and sinned. We are sinner not only by nature but in 
practice. And the wages of sin is death. Remember, in the Bible death means separation. Sin 
separates from God not only here and now but also for all eternity, which is what the Bible 
pictures as hell. Every one of us deserves to die or be separated from God but the Servant, our 
Jesus, suffered that separation on the Cross for us. 

Read these verses and everywhere there is a personal pronoun, change it from a general pronoun 
to a very personal noun by inserting your name in place of the pronoun. Surly He took (your 
name) infirmities and carried (your name) sorrow etc. That is exactly what this passage is 
conveying. Read it that way in light of verses 1-3 so you get the full picture of just how needful 
we were and just how much God loves us and suffered for our sins. 

This Lent ask yourself, “If I have been loved like that how should I to love in return? If I have 
been purchased at that price what should I to give back to Him? If my redemption is that 
important to God and to me, how dare I not share it with others?” 


